
 GREG EGHIGIAN 

 

108 Willard Building 

Penn State University 

University Park, PA  16802-5500 USA 

Phone: 814-865-9951  

Mobile: 814-777-4294 (best number to reach me) 

Email:  gae2@psu.edu 

      

        

 EXPERIENCE: Professor of History and Bioethics, Penn State University. 

 

 Associate Professor of History, Penn State University, 1999-2017 

(tenured 2004). 

  

 Director, Science, Technology, and Society Program, Penn State 

University, July 2007-July 2012. 

 

Assistant Professor of History, University of Texas at Arlington, 1996-

1999.  

 

 Charles E. Schmidt Fellow, Social Sciences Collegiate Division, 

 University of Chicago, 1993-1996. 

 

EDUCATION: Ph.D., Modern European History, University of Chicago, 1993.   

 

 M.A., Modern European History, University of Chicago, 1985.  

 

 B.A., Psychology, Bard College, 1983. 

 

LANGUAGES: German, basic Russian, basic French 

 
PRIZES AND 

 FELLOWSHIPS: Visiting Research Scholar, Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical 

Studies, Princeton University, Fall 2024. 

 

 Resident Scholar, Humanities Institute, Penn State University, Spring 

2024. 

 

 Price/Webster Prize of the History of Science Society, 2018. Awarded to 

the best article published over the past three years in the Society’s 

journal Isis. 

 

 Charles A. Lindbergh Chair in Aerospace History. Smithsonian National 

Air and Space Museum, 2017. 
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 DAAD and German Studies Association Book Prize for Best Book in 

History 2017 for The Corrigible and the Incorrigible: Science, 

Medicine, and the Convict in Twentieth-Century Germany. 

 

 Fellow in Aerospace History. American Historical Association and the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 2016-2017. 

 

 American Philosophical Society, Library Residential Fellow, 2015-2016. 

  

 Haag Fellowship. Department of History, Penn State University, 

Summer 2011. 

 

 Short-Term Study Research Grant.  Deutscher Akademischer 

Austauschdienst (DAAD).  Arbeitsstelle für Historische Anthropologie, 

Universität Erfurt, Summer 2005. 

 

 Individual Faculty Grant.  Institute for Arts and Humanities, Penn State 

University, Spring/summer 2005. 

 

 Faculty Recognition Award.  Research, Graduate Studies, and College 

Advancement, College of Liberal Arts, Penn State University, April 

2004. 
 

 Kent Forster Memorial Junior Faculty Development Award, Penn State 

University, 2003-2004. 
 

 Wood Institute Short-Term Fellowship. College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA, 2003. 
 

 National Science Foundation, (Principal Investigator) Funding for 

conference "The Self as Scientific and Political Project in the 20th 

Century:  A Symposium on the Human Sciences Between Utopia and 

Reform," 2003. 
 

 Research and Graduate Studies Office Grant, Penn State University, 

Funding for conference "The Self as Scientific and Political Project in 

the 20th Century:  A Symposium on the Human Sciences Between 

Utopia and Reform," 2003. 
 

 Kent Forster Memorial Junior Faculty Development Award, Penn State 

University, 2001-2002. 
 

 Research and Graduate Studies Office Grant, Penn State University, 

Summer 2001. 

 

Fulbright Scholarship, Visiting Research Scholar, Center for 

Comparative History of Europe, Free University of Berlin, 1999-2000.  
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Charles E. Schmidt Post-Doctoral Fellowship, University of Chicago, 

1993-1996. 

 

 International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), 1990.  

 

 Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD), 1988-1989.  

 

   BOOKS: Carried Away? Truth, Trust, and Trauma in the Alien Abduction 

Phenomenon (Polity Press, under contract) 

 

 A History of Madness: Mental Disorder from the Ancient World to the 

Present Day (Cambridge University Press, under contract) 

 

 After the Flying Saucers Came: A Global History of the UFO 

Phenomenon (Oxford University Press, 2024). 

 

 Editor, The Routledge History of Madness and Mental Health 

(Routledge Press, 2017) 

 

 The Corrigible and the Incorrigible:  Science, Medicine, and the Convict 

in Twentieth Century Germany (University of Michigan Press, 2015) 

  

 Editor, From Madness to Mental Health:  Psychiatric Disorder and its 

Treatment in Western Civilization (Rutgers University Press, 2010) 

 

 Co-editor with Andreas Killen and Christine Leuenberger, The Self as 

Project:  Politics and the Human Sciences in the Twentieth Century, 

[Series: Osiris, Vol. 22], (University of Chicago Press, 2007) 

 

 Co-editor with Paul Betts, Pain and Prosperity: Reconsidering 

Twentieth-Century German History (Stanford University Press, 2003) 

 

 Co-editor with Matthew Berg, Sacrifice and National Belonging in 

Twentieth-Century Germany (Texas A&M University Press, 2002) 

 

 Making Security Social:  Disability, Insurance, and the Birth of the 

Social Entitlement State in Germany (University of Michigan Press, 

2000) 
 

       REFEREED  

        ARTICLES: “The Politics and History of UFO Disclosure” (co-authored with 

Christian Peters) in UFOs and Academia, ed. William Dewan and 

Alison Fields, Routledge (in progress) 
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 “The Politics of Names in the History of the UFO Phenomenon” in The 

Politics of UAP: Security, Science & Society, ed. Jacob Haqq-Misra, 

Alexander Wendt, and James J. Wirtz (submitted) 
 

 “Flying Saucers and UFOs in US Advertising During the Cold War, 

1947–1989” (co-authored with Matthew McAllister), Advertising and 

Society Quarterly, 23 (Fall 2022), https://muse.jhu.edu/article/868219. 
 

 “Making UFOs Make Sense: Ufology, Science, and the History of Their 

Mutual Mistrust,” Public Understanding of Science, 26 (2017): 612-626. 
 

 “A Drifting Concept for an Unruly Menace: A History of Psychopathy 

in Germany,” Isis, 106 (2015): 283-309. 
  

 "'A Transatlantic Buzz': Flying Saucers, Extraterrestrials, and America 

in Postwar Germany," Journal of Transatlantic Studies, 12 (2014): 282-

303. 
 

 “Deinstitutionalizing the History of Contemporary Psychiatry.” History 

of Psychiatry, 22 (2011): 201-214. 
 

 “Homo Munitus: The East German Observed” in Socialist Modern: East 

German Everyday Culture and Politics, ed. Paul Betts and Katherine 

Pence (University of Michigan Press, 2008), 37-69. 

 

 “The Self as Project:  Politics and the Human Sciences in the Twentieth 

Century” (co-author with Andreas Killen and Christine Leuenberger) in 

The Self as Project, ed. Greg Eghigian, Andreas Killen, and Christine 

Leuenberger (University of Chicago Press, 2007), 1-25 
 

 "The Psychologization of the Socialist Self:  East German Forensic 

Psychology and its Deviants, 1945-1975," German History, 22 (2004):  

181-205. 
 

 "Der Kalte Krieg im Kopf: Ein Fall von Schizophrenie und die 

Geschichte des Selbst in der sowjetischen Besatzungszone," Historische 

Anthropologie, 11 (2003): 101-122. 
 

"Introduction:  Pain, Prosperity, and the Past in Twentieth-Century 

Germany" (co-author with Paul Betts), in Pain and Prosperity:  

Reconsidering Twentieth-Century German History, ed. Paul Betts and 

Greg Eghigian, (Stanford University Press, 2003), 1-15. 

 

"Pain, Entitlement, and Social Citizenship in Modern Germany," in Pain 

and Prosperity:  Reconsidering Twentieth-Century German History, ed. 

Paul Betts and Greg Eghigian, (Stanford University Press, 2003), 16-34. 
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"Was there a Communist Psychiatry?  Politics and East German 

Psychiatric Care, 1945-1989," Harvard Review of Psychiatry 10 (2002): 

364-368. 

 

"The German Welfare State as a Discourse of Trauma," in Traumatic 

Pasts:  Studies in History, Psychiatry, and Trauma in the Modern Age, 

ed. Mark S. Micale and Paul Lerner, (Cambridge University Press, 

2001), 92-112. 

 

"The Politics of Victimization:  Social Pensioners and the German 

Social State in the Inflation of 1914-1924," Central European History, 

26 (1993):  375-403. 

 
NON-REFEREED  

        ARTICLES: “The Connection Between UFO Sightings and National Security,” Time, 

27 August 2024.  
 https://time.com/6996951/ufo-sighting-history-national-security/ 

 

 “It’s Time to Hear from Social Scientists about UFOs,” Scientific 

American, 329 (October 2023). Co-authored with Christian Peters. 
 https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/its-time-to-hear-from-social-scientists-

about-ufos/  
 

 “UFOs and Aliens Had Their Day in Congress. Was it Illuminating?” 

Los Angeles Times, 28 July 2023.  
 https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2023-07-27/aliens-military-congress-ufos-

transparency  
 

 “UFOs, UAPs – Whatever We Call Them, Why Do We Assume 

Mysterious Flying Objects Are Extraterrestrial?” Smithsonian Air & 

Space Magazine, 5 August 2021. 
 https://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/ufos-uapswhatever-we-call-them-why-do-

we-assume-mysterious-flying-objects-are-extraterrestrial-180978374/ 

 

 “UFOs and the Boundaries of Science,” Boston Review, 4 August 2021. 
 https://bostonreview.net/science-nature/greg-eghigian-ufos-and-boundaries-science 

 

 “It’s Still Not Aliens,” Slate, 28 July 2020.  

 https://slate.com/technology/2020/07/ufo-news-not-aliens-this-time-

either.html 
 

 “The Spanish Flu Pandemic and Mental Health: A Historical 

Perspective,” Psychiatric Times, (April 2020).  

 https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/coronavirus/spanish-flu-pandemic-

and-mental-health-historical-perspective 

 

 “The Year of the UFOs,” Smithsonian Air and Space Magazine, 

February 2020. https://www.airspacemag.com/space/year-ufos-180973965/ 

https://time.com/6996951/ufo-sighting-history-national-security/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/its-time-to-hear-from-social-scientists-about-ufos/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/its-time-to-hear-from-social-scientists-about-ufos/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2023-07-27/aliens-military-congress-ufos-transparency
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2023-07-27/aliens-military-congress-ufos-transparency
https://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/ufos-uapswhatever-we-call-them-why-do-we-assume-mysterious-flying-objects-are-extraterrestrial-180978374/
https://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/ufos-uapswhatever-we-call-them-why-do-we-assume-mysterious-flying-objects-are-extraterrestrial-180978374/
https://bostonreview.net/science-nature/greg-eghigian-ufos-and-boundaries-science
https://slate.com/technology/2020/07/ufo-news-not-aliens-this-time-either.html
https://slate.com/technology/2020/07/ufo-news-not-aliens-this-time-either.html
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/coronavirus/spanish-flu-pandemic-and-mental-health-historical-perspective
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/coronavirus/spanish-flu-pandemic-and-mental-health-historical-perspective
https://www.airspacemag.com/space/year-ufos-180973965/
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 “The Legacy of Political Persecution,” Psychiatric Times, February 

2020. https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/history-psychiatry/legacy-

political-persecution 

 

 “Before Personality: Character Assessment and Its Troubled History,” 

Psychiatric Times, 36 (August 2019): 26. 

 

 “How We Became Obsessed With UFOs,” Metro, 2 July 2019. Online 

version:  

 metro.co.uk/2019/07/02/how-we-became-obsessed-with-ufos-10095947/ 

 

 “Five Trends in Historical Research on Psychiatry and Mental Health,” 

Psychiatric Times, 4 December 2018.  

 www.psychiatrictimes.com/history-psychiatry/five-trends-historical-

research-psychiatry-and-mental-health 

 

 “New Film Tells the Story of George Van Tassel and His UFO-Inspired 

‘Integratron,’” Smithsonian Air & Space Magazine, 14 June 2018. 

 www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/new-film-tells-story-ufo-contactee-

180969368/ 

 

 “A ‘Sickness of Our Time’: How Suicide First Became a Research 

Question,” Psychiatric Times, 35 (April 2018). 

 https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/cultural-psychiatry/sickness-our-

time-how-suicide-first-became-research-question 

 

 “How the Industrial Age Fuels Our Belief in UFOs,” Zocalo Public 

Square, 30 January 2018.  

 www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2018/01/30/industrial-age-fuels-belief-

ufos/ideas/essay/ 

 

 “That Secret Government Program to Track UFOs? It’s Not the First,” 

Smithsonian Air & Space Magazine, 19 December 2017. 

 https://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/secret-government-program-

track-ufos-its-not-first-180967597/ 

 

 “The Study of Flying Saucer Sightings,” Smithsonian National Air & 

Space Museum Blog, 18 December 2017.  

 https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/study-flying-saucer-sightings 

 

 “Why Did Alien Sightings Turn Into Alien Abductions?” Smithsonian 

Air & Space Magazine, 5 December 2017.  

 https://www.airspacemag.com/daily-planet/when-did-alien-sightings-

turn-alien-abductions-180967397/ 

 

https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/history-psychiatry/legacy-political-persecution
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/history-psychiatry/legacy-political-persecution
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 “The Holiday Syndrome: Who Exactly Came Up with the Idea of Those 

Christmas Blues?” Psychiatric Times, 33 (December 2016): 20-21 
  

 “A Methamphetamine Dictatorship? Hitler, Nazi Germany, and Drug 

Abuse,” Psychiatric Times, 33 (June 2016): 40D-40E. 

 

 “Madness, Psychiatry, and the Visual Arts in History,” Psychiatric 

Times, 33 (February 2016): 24. 

 

 “Can Climate Be Hazardous to Your Mental Health? A View From 

History,” Psychiatric Times (online), 23 June 2015. 

http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/can-climate-be-hazardous-your-

mental-health-view-history 

 

 "The Psychiatrist, the Aliens, and 'Going Native,'" Psychiatric Times, 31 

(November 2014): 1, 13. Named one of the "Top Twelve Blogs of 2014" 

by Psychiatric Times. 

 

 "The First World War and the Legacy of Shellshock," Psychiatric 

Times, 31 (April 2014): 24G. 

 

 "A 'Painful and Toilsome Tour': Revisiting Dorothea Dix’s Advocacy 

for the Mad," Psychiatric Times (online), 24 October 2013. 

 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/history-psychiatry/painful-

toilsome-tour-revisiting-dorothea-dix-advocacy-mad 

 

 "Psychiatry, Clinical Psychology, and Psychotherapy: The Question of 

Politics," Psychiatric Times, 30 (November 2013): 38.  

 

 "The Medicalization of Grief: What We Can Learn From 19th Century 

Nervousness," Psychiatric Times, 30 (April 2013): 13. 

 

 "Taking Stock of the History of Psychiatry at H-Madness," Psychiatric 

Times (online), 14 December 2012.  

 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/21

20158 

 

 "Voices From The Past: Work and the Permeable Walls of the Asylum, 

Psychiatric Times (online), 1 November 2012. 

 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-

history/content/article/10168/2111868 

 

 “Psychagogy: Psychotherapy’s Remarkably Resilient Predecessor,” 

Psychiatric Times, 29 (November 2012): 12 

 

 “Hypersexual Disorder: An Encounter With Don Juan in the Archives,” 

Psychiatric Times, 29 (August 2012): 18. 

http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/can-climate-be-hazardous-your-mental-health-view-history
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/can-climate-be-hazardous-your-mental-health-view-history
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/history-psychiatry/painful-toilsome-tour-revisiting-dorothea-dix-advocacy-mad
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blogs/history-psychiatry/painful-toilsome-tour-revisiting-dorothea-dix-advocacy-mad
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2120158
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2120158
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/2111868
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/2111868
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 "'Actions Involuntary, Instinctive, Irresistible': The Disordered Will of 

the 19th Century,” Psychiatric Times (online), 19 April 2012 
 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2061749 

 

 “The Early Psychiatrist: A Piercing Eye and Commanding Presence,” 

Psychiatric Times, 29 (March 2012): 9. 

 

 “Beyond Right and Wrong: Standards by Which to Measure the Past,” 

Psychiatric Times (online), 22 February 2012. 
 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2036390  

   

“When Discipline Was the Therapy,” Psychiatric Times,  28 (November 

2011): 14-15. 

 

 “Jared Loughner, Mental Illness, and the Media: Debating the Potential 

Impact of Media Coverage,” Psychiatric Times (online), 14 February 

2011. 
 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1797920 

 

 “What are Universities and Colleges Teaching About the History of 

Psychiatry and Mental Illness?” Psychiatric Times (online), 15 

December 2010.  
 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1759150 

 

 “Who’s Haunting Whom?  The New Fad in Asylum Tourism,” 

Psychiatric Times (online), 15 September 2010.  
 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1665799 

 

 "Die Mauer im Kopf:  Ein deutsches Leiden?" Ärztliche Psychotherapie 

und psychosomatische Medizin, 4 (2009): 257-260. 

 

 “Care and Control in a Communist State: The Place of Politics in East 

German Psychiatry” in Psychiatric Cultures Compared:  Psychiatry and 

Mental Health Care in the Twentieth Century, ed. Marijke Gijswijt-

Hofstra, Harry Oosterhuis, Jost Vijselaar, and Hugh Freeman, 

(Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2005), 183-199. 

 

 “Social Security – Law and Public Policy” in Encyclopedia of Disability, 

ed. Gary L. Albrecht (Sage, 2005). 

 

"Injury, Fate, Resentment, and Sacrifice in German Political Culture, 

1914-1939," in Sacrifice and National Belonging in Twentieth-Century 

Germany, ed. Greg Eghigian and Matthew Berg, (Texas A&M 

University Press, 2002), 90-117. 

 

http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2061749
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/eghigian/content/article/10168/2036390
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1797920
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1759150
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/blog/psych-history/content/article/10168/1665799
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“Berlin besteht nicht aus 3,5 Millionen Eremiten,” Die Welt, 28 

December 2000:  38. 

 

"Die Bürokratie und das Entstehen von Krankheit: Die Politik und die 

'Rentenneurosen' 1890-1926," in Stadt und Gesundheit, ed. Jürgen 

Reulecke and Adelheid Gräfin zu Castell Rüdenhausen, (Stuttgart:  

Franz Steiner Verlag, 1991), 203-223. 

     

    INVITED  

         PAPERS: “Vanishing Lights, Desert Sages, and Curious Carcasses: How the 

Southwest Taught the World What to Think About UFOs,” Center for 

Greater Southwestern Studies, University of Texas at Arlington, 3 

October 2024. 

 

 “"Science vs. the Flying Saucers: A Look Back at How a Hailed 

Scientific Study of UFOs Went Awry,” City College of New York, 

Department of History, New York, NY, 13 February 2019. 

 

 “From Crackpots to Survivors: The Surprising Story of How Contact 

With Aliens was Pathologized,” Grand Rounds, Department of 

Psychiatry, Montefiore Medical Center, University Hospital for the 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine, New York City, NY, 11 October 

2018. 

 

 “Suspense and the UFOs,” Working Group on the History of 

Technology, Consortium for the History of Science, Technology, and 

Medicine, Philadelphia, PA, 12 December 2017. 

 

 “’…I Don’t Like What They Want…’: Changing Visions of Contact 

with Aliens,” Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, 

Washington, D.C., 28 November 2017. 

 

 “The Cold War in the Making of the Flying Saucer Era,” Sir Michael 

Howard Centre for the History of War, King’s College London, 

England, 9 May 2017. 

 

 “From Crackpots to Survivors: How Contact With Aliens Was 

Pathologized,” Centre for the History of Psychological Disciplines, 

University College, London, England, 8 May 2017. 

 

 “Belief in the Age of Suspense: The Changing Emotional Landscape of 

the UFO and Alien Contact Phenomenon,” Queen Mary Centre for the 

History of Emotions, Queen Mary, University of London, London, 

England, 4 May 2017. 
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 “Making UFOs Make Sense: Science, Ufology, and the History of Their 

Mutual Mistrust.” Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. 

Washington, DC. 22 October 2015. 

 

 “After the Flying Saucers Came: A Historian’s Look at UFOs and 

Aliens.” Consortium for the History of Science, Technology, and 

Medicine. Philadelphia, PA, Chemical Heritage Foundation. 26 February 

2015. 

 

 "The Tangled History of Psychopathy in Germany," Richardson History 

of Psychiatry Research Seminar, Weill Cornell Medical Center, New 

York-Presbyterian Hospital, Weill Cornell Medical Center, New York, 

NY, 3 December 2014. 

 

 "UFOs and Aliens as a Problem in the History of the Human Sciences," 

Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science (History of Human 

Sciences Working Group), Philadelphia, PA, 15 October 2014. 

 

 "'A Transatlantic Buzz': Secrets, Speculations, and Flying Saucers in 

Postwar Germany," Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science 

(History of Human Sciences Working Group), Philadelphia, PA, 18 

December 2013. 

 

 "Civilizing Sexuality Under State Socialism." Philadelphia Area Center 

for the History of Science (History of Medicine Working Group), 

Philadelphia, PA, 9 November 2012. 

 

 “Madness, Mystery, and Medicine.”  Intellectual Heritage Program, 

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, 22 March 2012. 

  

 “Versöhnung und die DDR-Identität,” Kapelle der Versöhnung, Berlin, 

Germany, 22 June 2011. 

 

 “Die Mauer im Kopf: Ein deutsches Leiden?” Symposium “Warum ist 

die DDR- Geschichte so wenig Thema?” Schwerin Helios Kliniken, 

Schwerin, Germany, 7 March  2009. 

 

 “Information in Dangerous Times:  The Politics of Knowledge and 

Information in Nazi Germany.”  Colloquium Series of the College of 

Information Sciences and Technology, Penn State University, 7 

December 2007. 

 

 “The Rehabilitative Ideal Revisited:  Reforming Prisoners in Twentieth-

Century Germany.”  Berliner Kolleg für Vergleichende Geschichte 

Europas, Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin, Germany, 14 May 2007. 
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 “Five Common Myths About Nazi Medicine and Psychiatry.”  Ninth 

Annual Brian Bertoti Conference, Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg, 

VA, 1 April 2006. 

 

 “Therapy and Punish:  Sex Offenders and the Carceral Imagination in 

Contemporary Germany.”  Research Seminar and Colloquium, 

Arbeitsstelle Historische Anthropologie, University of Erfurt, 23 July 

2005. 

 

 “The Other Side of Nazi Extermination:  Rehabilitating the Racially 

‘Inferior’ in Hitler’s Germany.”   Fall Lecture Series, Frances S. Patai 

Fund on the Nazi Holocaust, City College of City University of New 

York, Center for Worker Education.  New York City, 11 November 

2004. 

 

 “Psychiatry, Politics, and Healing:  How German Psychiatry Became 

Involved in Mass Murder During the Third Reich.”  New York 

University Medical Center, Seminar on the Holocaust, New York City, 

14 November 2002. 

 

 "Socialist Deviant:  What East German Forensic Psychology Can Tell 

Us About Politics and the Psychological Sciences in the 20th Century." 

Science Studies Research Group, Cornell University, Ithaca, 7 October 

2002. 

 

 "The Psychopathology of the ‘Socialist Personality':  East German 

Forensic Psychology and its Criminals, 1945-1975."  Institute for the 

History of Psychiatry, Cornell Medical Center-New York Hospital, New 

York City, 30 January 2002 

 

 "Madness and the History of Psychiatry."  Lecture Series, University of 

Turku (Finland), Department of Cultural History, 27-31 March 2000 

 

 "Pain and Suffering in Modern German Social Citizenship."  University 

of Turku (Finland), Department of Cultural History, 29 March 2000 

 

 "Madness under Communism:  How did East Germany Treat its 

Mentally Ill?"  Berlin Conference of International Fulbright Scholars, 

Berlin (Germany), 20 March 2000 

 

"The Cold War in Mind:  A Case-Study of Schizophrenia in Soviet-

Occupied Germany and the Challenges of Historical Pathography."  

Institut für Geschichte der Medizin, Universität Heidelberg (Germany), 

9 December 1999 
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"A Case of Schizophrenia in Soviet-Occupied Germany," Seminar for 

Modern German History, Technische Universität Berlin, 9 November 

1999. 

 

"Injury, Resentment, and Redemption in German Political Culture, 

1914-1939." 34th Annual Walter Prescott Webb Lecture Series 

Symposium, University of Texas at Arlington, 11 March 1999 

 

CONFERENCES: “Sites of Vulnerability in the Age of the UFO,” Society for Social 

Studies of Science, Honolulu, Hawaii, 8-11 November 2024. 

 

 “UFOs and the Inner Space of Outer Space,” Thinking Outer Space: 

Philosophy, Astroculture, and the Histories of Planetarity, NYU Berlin, 

Germany, 19-21 July 2023. 

 

 “UFOs and Aliens Under the Shadow of Deception,” Keynote/Plenary, 

Archives of the Impossible II: Transnationalism, Transdisciplinarity. 

Transcendence, Rice University, Houston, TX, 10-13 May 2023. 

 

 “Naming and Name-Calling in the History of the UFO Phenomenon,” 

Bringing SETI Home: The Politics of UAP, Mershon Center of 

International Security Studies, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, 

13-15 March 2023. 

 

 “The Flying Saucer Chronicles: Reflections on the History of Our 

Fascination with UFOs and Alien Contact,” Keynote, Inaugural Limina 

Symposium, Virtual Conference, 3-5 February 2023. 

 

 “UFO from Ford Country: Flying Saucers and UFOs in Cold War US 

Advertising,” National Communication Association, New Orleans, LA, 

17-20 November 2022. 

 

 “Gender, Sexual Trauma, and Storytelling in the Making of the Alien 

Abductee,” Conference on Medical Identities in Global History, Oxford 

University, 10-11 February 2022. 

 

 “How UFOs Went Global: The Internationalization of Ufology, 1947-

1980,” History of Science Society/Society for the History of Technology 

Joint Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, 18-20 November 2021. 

 

 “Terror and Horror From the Cosmos: Medicine and Therapy in the 

Making of the Alien Abduction Phenomenon,” University of Kiel, 

Conference on Medical Knowledge and its “Sitz im Leben”: Body and 

Horror in Antiquity [and Beyond], postponed due to COVID, unable to 

attend. 
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 “Imagining Extraterrestrial Intelligence in the UFO Era,” Workshop 

Toward an Understanding of Nonhuman Minds: From Animal to 

Artificial Agency, University of Zürich, Summer 2020 (cancelled due to 

COVID-19). 

 

 “Secrets, Problems, and Mysteries: Political Epistemologies of UFOs 

and Aliens,” Society for the Social Studies of Science Annual 

Conference, New Orleans, LA, 4-8 September 2019 (accepted, unable to 

attend). 

 

 Commentator, “’Abnorme Persönlichkeiten’ im Netz der Institutionen: 

Die Beurteilung von abweichendem Verhalten in der DDR, der BRD 

und der Schweiz, 1960-1980,” Institut für Geschichte der Medizin und 

Ethik in der Medizin, Charité, Berlin, Germany, 13-15 June 2019. 

 

 “Intimate Insecurities: Toward Explaining the Rise of the Alien 

Abduction Phenomenon,” Places of Risk – Sites of Modernity: Cultures 

of Security and Risk Since the 1970s,” European Studies Centre, St. 

Antony’s College, University of Oxford, Oxford, England, 31 May-1 
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